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PILBARA PORTS — FEES AND CHARGES 

200. Mr K.J.J. MICHEL to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the financial disaster left by the previous Liberal–National government. How is this government 
ensuring that everyone plays their part in fixing this mess, including the big miners, which were given a free ride 
by the previous Liberal–National government?  

Several members interjected.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Pilbara for that question. I have been watching the performance of the opposition today. 
They wrecked the joint with the worst set of finances in the state’s history! When they talk about misleading the 
public, they should look at their budgets—budget black hole after budget black hole. They never funded 
anything properly, again and again.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Opposition members cannot accept that they turned the best set of books in history into the 
worst. That is the fact. They cannot accept it. They still cannot accept it. It is hard work. We take it seriously. It 
is not something that we are enjoying doing, but it is tough work.  

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you for the third time. Do not think that I will not throw you 
out, okay.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Leader of the Opposition took a three-week holiday on taxpayers’ expense—actually 
four weeks, with three days of work.  

Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I would actually like to hear the answer to the question that the member for Pilbara asked.  

The SPEAKER: Member, I would have liked to hear the answer to the previous question that you shouted all 
the way through! Everybody, please give the minister a chance to answer.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Leader of the Opposition took a four-week holiday to go and visit his family on 
Newcrest and did three days of work. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Minister, speak through the Chair. If this keeps up, I will cancel question time.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Four weeks’ holiday and he charged the taxpayers—that is what the Leader of the 
Opposition did.  

The SPEAKER: Minister. Just because you are hiding there does not mean I cannot see you, manager of 
opposition business. You have been sniping all day; I call you to order for the first time.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The opposition, who wrecked the joint — 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: Answer the question!  

The SPEAKER: Well, I definitely heard you that time. I call you to order for the second time.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The opposition did not take the management of the finances seriously. It is tough work and 
we are making some tough decisions. In relation to Pilbara ports, I was shocked that those fees and charges had 
not increased since 2014. Liberal and National Party members come in here — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the first time, member for North West Central.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: They had their tummies tickled by the big miners in previous elections.  

Several members interjected. 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The previous government was doing deals with Pelago, let us face it. They were out there 
campaigning against the then federal government’s mining proposal, and now, shock and horror. They did not do 
anything about those big miners. They froze the fees. The National Party — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You’re a waste of space.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Stand up and say it.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: What did he say? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: He said I was a waste of space. It does not matter.  

The Leader of the National Party comes in and says that the government is not doing anything. When she sat 
around the cabinet table, she froze the fees for major miners going through the ports. That is what she did. Now 
we are increasing it to earn nearly $100 million over the forward estimates. It is a good decision. It is a decision 
that they — 

Mr V.A. Catania: What deal have you done with them then?  

The SPEAKER: I call the member for North West Central for the second time.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: They refused to tackle this issue when they were in government. We have tackled it within 
100 days. They refused to tackle it. For eight and a half years they did nothing. They come in here now 
absolutely oblivious of the absolute disaster that they created. 
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